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In the preface of this instructive text, the author, Dr Jamal
Hoballah, states that two concepts inspired the development of his
book: “Practice makes perfect,” and time spent in the operating
room should be used most efficiently. In this concise 393-page
manual Dr Hoballah aims to provide students of vascular surgery
with step-by-step instructions on how to perform several com-
monly used vascular anastomoses and other techniques. The
reader, however, will find that it is much more than a simple atlas of
technique. For ease of use, the author has divided his text into four
sections: (1) “Basic Principles in Vascular Reconstructions,” (2)
“Basic Vascular Reconstructions,” (3) “Infrainguinal Bypass Sur-
gery,” and (4) “Aortic Surgery.”
In the first section of the text, the author begins with a review
of some of the vascular instrumentation used in our profession.
This is a quick look at everything from vascular clamps to arterial
shunts. The author then reviews not only options for vascular
conduits, patches, and sutures but also some critical vascular anat-
omy. The provision of specific sizes and types of sutures commonly
used makes this chapter unique. In addition, he has written a
concise review of the background of vascular patency according to
type of conduit. Having this all in a single reference should be very
helpful to the student. The chapter on vascular anatomy is also
different from many previously available references, with brief
paragraphs on how to expose most of the major arteries and their
branches and illustrations accompanying each description. Al-
though I find these diagrams useful, some readers may find them
too simplified to be of help. The third chapter is an excellent
introduction for the student to the mechanics of our profession; it
is essentially a how-to from exposure to tunneling, blood vessel
control, and constructing vascular anastomoses.
The second major portion of this text illustrates the basics of
numerous vascular anastomotic techniques. The author goes into
methodical detail on how to perform such things as patch angio-
plasty and the parachute technique. The three chapters on how to
perform end-to-end, end-to-side, and side-to-side anastomoses are
quite exhaustive. The painstaking detail in which the author de-
scribes each of these techniques will probably be of interest mainly
to students.
In the third major section, devoted to infrainguinal bypass
surgery, the author reviews adjunctive techniques for construction
of the proximal and distal portions of these grafts. I found the
chapter on the distal adjuncts particularly useful as it incorporates
many of the newer techniques such as the Taylor patch and Miller
cuff. In addition, this chapter provides some useful tips and dia-
grams for performing distal arteriovenous fistulas as outflow ad-
juncts.
The last section is devoted to techniques used to perform
aortic surgery. As in previous sections, this section uses simple
diagrams to illustrate some of the complex anastomoses required
in such cases as thoracoabdominal aortic aneurysms, and re-
implantation of celiac, superior mesenteric arteries, renal, and
inferior mesenteric arteries.
Overall, this is a very useful text that is aimed mainly at
beginning students of vascular surgery. Even experienced vascular
surgeons, however, could benefit from its detailed review of how toperform some anastomotic configurations that may be used infre-
quently.
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The third edition of Kirklin/Barratt-Boyes Cardiac Surgery is
authored by five notable figures in cardiothoracic surgery, most of
whom spent time under Dr John Kirklin’s tutelage.
The text follows the format of the previous editions, with an
outline that refers to specific page numbers for the various chapter
sections. The surgical approach and techniques used by each
authoring surgeon are discussed in detail, with expected results and
potential complications. A section about indications for operation
and special situations and controversies concludes each chapter. A
nice addition to the current edition is a short historical perspective
that helps place current management of the diseases in context.
Many of the graphs and tables of the previous edition remain, with
some minor modifications. The illustrations, while newly drawn,
are thorough and detailed. The spectrum of cardiac surgery is
covered as in previous editions, with the heaviest emphasis on
congenital anomalies. The major topics of adult cardiac surgery are
also covered in detail. Thoracic aortic surgery is covered in detail,
but little is said about emerging therapies in this area. Although
heart failure and arrhythmias are covered in a traditional manner,
the text does not explore the role that these two disciplines will
likely play in the future of cardiac surgery.
A continued strength of this text is the chapter entitled “Gen-
erating Knowledge from Information, Data and Analyses,” written
by Dr Blackstone. This chapter teaches the practicing physician to
understand the different types of statistical analyses as well as their
strengths and weaknesses, and helps the physician decide which
literature should influence him or her to change current practice. It
is also provides a very useful reference for anyone who is interested
in doing clinical research.
Like its predecessors, the text will be of most value as a
reference to practicing cardiac surgeons and residents in training.
Physician assistants working on a cardiovascular service, intensivists
caring for postoperative cardiac patients, and cardiac anesthesiolo-
gists will also benefit from this textbook. Vascular surgeons may
also benefit from the chapters on diseases of the thoracic arteries
and veins.
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